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CELEBRATING TAX REFORM ON 
TAX DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today is tax day. Typi-
cally, Americans dread this day—the 
deadline for filing Federal income tax 
returns—thanks to a cumbersome, 
complex, and confusing Tax Code. 

But fear not. Thanks to the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, this is the last time 
Americans will file under the old sys-
tem. 

Next year, taxpayers will be able to 
keep more of their hard-earned dollars. 
Approximately two-thirds of all house-
holds will see a lower marginal income 
tax rate in 2018, according to a recent 
analysis by the Tax Policy Center. 

Thanks to the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, American families can look for-
ward to lower individual tax rates; a 
nearly double standard deduction, from 
$6,500 to $12,000 for individuals, and 
from $13,000 to $24,000 for married cou-
ples; and a doubled child tax credit in-
crease from $1,000 to $2,000 per child. 

Mr. Speaker, these are just some of 
the benefits. The average American 
should be able to file their taxes with-
out an army of accountants. I look for-
ward to next year when the majority of 
American families will see a much 
easier tax process. 

It is pro-growth, pro-family tax re-
form; fair and simple. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF LOTTIE ALBERT 

(Mr. HASTINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mourn the passing of my dear 
friend, Lottie Albert. 

Lottie was born on December 25, 1915, 
to Eva and Louis Wernick in New York 
City. Twenty-one years later, Lottie 
married Sol Albert. The two enjoyed 55 
years of marriage and have two lovely 
daughters, my friends, Harriet and Do-
reen. Lottie was the loving grand-
mother to Eric, Glenn, and Lowell, as 
well as the great-grandmother to Kyle, 
Samantha, Heather, and Seth. 

Lottie was a resident and community 
leader of Broward County for over 40 
years. It has been my honor to see 
Lottie’s commitment and passion for 
serving her community. She was an 
amazing individual who dedicated her-
self to helping so many throughout 
south Florida. 

In 1988, she was inducted into the 
Area Agency on Aging’s Dr. Nan S. 
Hutchinson Broward Senior Hall of 
Fame. Additionally, Broward County 
honored her by declaring November 12 
as Lottie Albert Appreciation Day. 

In 2012, Lottie was inducted into the 
Broward County Women’s Hall of Fame 
for her work with the Ann Storck Chil-
dren’s Center. 

Mr. Speaker, Lottie was an extraor-
dinary friend of mine. She helped me at 
every stage of my career, never waver-
ing, never faltering. On good days and 
bad days, I knew Lottie would be there 
for me, as she was for so many of us. 
Her advice, wisdom, humor, and vast 
knowledge of life will be sorely missed. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as the corporations, the wealthy, 
and the well-connected enjoy lavish tax 
cuts, while retaining the ability to 
avoid paying any taxes whatsoever be-
cause of the many tax loopholes still in 
the Tax Code, millions of low- and mid-
dle-income Americans work diligently 
to complete their tax returns today. 

The Republican tax scam has made 
the rich even richer, while economic 
inequality in America has gotten a 
whole lot worse. Sadly, most Ameri-
cans say they have seen no change in 
their withholding taxes. 

While the wealthy are reaping mas-
sive windfalls from the giveaways in 
the GOP tax scam, the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office estimates 
that this tax scam will cause the an-
nual deficit to soar to over $1 trillion 
in 2020, and an additional $3.4 trillion 
will be added to the national debt over 
the next 10 years. 

Ending deficit spending and reducing 
the Federal debt is what Republicans 
have always claimed they were about, 
but we see now, with Republicans in 
total control, that they have misled us. 

It is time to put this scam to bed, 
Mr. Speaker, and bring new order to 
this House. Shame on the Republicans. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 5192, PROTECTING CHIL-
DREN FROM IDENTITY THEFT 
ACT 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call 
up House Resolution 830 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 830 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 5192) to authorize the 
Commissioner of Social Security to provide 
confirmation of fraud protection data to cer-
tain permitted entities, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Ways and 
Means now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-68 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-

ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; and (2) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. DA-
VIDSON). The gentleman from Alabama 
is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, House Res-

olution 830 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 5192, the Protecting Children 
From Identity Theft Act. The resolu-
tion calls for a closed rule, as no 
amendments to the bill were sub-
mitted. 

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan legisla-
tion is designed to reduce identity 
fraud by allowing financial institutions 
to verify the accuracy of a name, So-
cial Security number, and date of birth 
before passing that information to 
credit bureaus. 

This legislation is designed to target 
something known as synthetic identity 
fraud. This begins when a criminal 
combines a real Social Security num-
ber with fictitious information, such as 
a name and date of birth, to apply for 
credit with a financial institution that 
passes information to credit bureaus 
for a credit check. 

Credit bureaus create a record based 
on the fraudulent credentials. Over 
time, this creates a synthetic identity 
based on the valid Social Security 
number but a false name. 

Currently, children and other vulner-
able individuals are more likely to be 
victims of synthetic identity theft be-
cause they do not drive, work, or estab-
lish credit. This makes it easier for an 
identity thief to misuse the Social Se-
curity number of a child without being 
detected. 

Reports indicate that over 1 million 
children have their identity stolen 
each year. Studies show that children 
are 50 times more likely than adults to 
be a victim of identity theft. 

This is a real and serious issue that is 
only becoming more and more com-
mon. According to TransUnion, a 
record $355 million in outstanding cred-
it card balances was owed by people 
who it suspects didn’t exist in 2017. 
That is up more than eightfold from 
2012. 

This type of fraud can saddle children 
with unintended debt and a flawed 
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